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BE THE CHURCH  

"For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness  

to all generations!  Psalm 100:5 
 

One of the most interesting parts of being a pastor, at least to me, is that ministry is new 

every day. You just never know what you are going to do each morning. Last winter I 

was teaching an adult education class that was predominately made up of older adults.  

Last month, I was leading a church kayak trip that was a little more populated with the 

Boomer generation. Last week, I got to spend an entire week with our recent preschool 

graduates. 

 

At the end of this month,  I'll be spending a week with a very unique demographic --- 

college students and young adults from all over the world. And it's interesting to me that 

the New Wilmington Missionary Conference tapped me to be their speaker because they 

are the one truly missing component of our congregation --- with a few notable 

exceptions, like Taylor, in The Well band. I can't wait to find out what's great about this 

particular generation. 

 

Because, you know, every generation has something great about it. The preschoolers 

have a genuine sense of joy and wonder. You've never seen a group get so excited about 

cheese doodles and water balloons. The Boomers have a sense of adventure. They really 

want to get out there and see what's going on in the world. Also, they seem to appreciate 

cheese doodles and water balloons (well, maybe not water balloons, but definitely 

cheese doodles). Our older adults tell some of the best stories and that comes only from 

experience of lives well-lived. I am confident that they also love cheese doodles....water 

balloons....not so much.  

 

One common thread among all the different generations (aside from the aforementioned 

cheese doodles) is that all of them really want to know that Jesus loves them.  When 

you're little and prone to get yourself into trouble every now and again,  you want to 

know that you're still going to be loved even when you spill the glue all over the table.  

When you're older, you want to know if God still loves you even though you can't do all 

the things that you once did. And, in-between, you wonder if God's love still sticks to 

you in the busyness of your everyday life. 

 

I want to take a moment and say "thank you." Thank you to every single of one of you 

who has inconvenienced yourself, sacrificed, adapted to change,  opened your heart, 

calmed your soul, seen the possibilities, and moved our church in the direction of 

becoming an intergenerational congregation. With 3 precious little babies born in the 

last few months, we are reminded that God has great plans for our future! 

 

And with so much ministry ahead of us -- the lending library, the community garden, 

new staff, middle school trips -- our future is vibrant!  I'll bring the cheese doodles! 

 

 

In the Grip of Grace 

Pastor Hope 
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Our Newest KPC Baby 

Daisy June Vos 

Born: June 3,2017 

 

Congratulations to 
David and Adrienne 
as proud parents. And to Andre Scott the 
happy grandpa. 

Pastor Hope to Speak at  
New Wilmington Missionary Conference 

 
Our very own Pastor Hope has been asked to be a featured speaker at this year’s New Wilmington 
Missionary Conference (NWMC).  
 
The 2017 NWMC will be held July 22-29 at Westminster College in New Wilmington , PA. At 112 
year old, the New Wilmington Mission Conference is the longest-running mission conference in the 
United States. The NWMC is intergenerational, Presbyterian-related and youth-focused. 
 
About 1,000 people attend from over 30 states and 20 countries for a chance to connect with 
mission workers and hear what God is doing all over the world. Pastor Hope has been asked 
specifically to speak to the young adults attending the conference. You can learn more at 
www.nwmcmission.org 
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Wow! Wow! Wow! We are on a roll! Mission trips, summer camps, 

construction, a community garden, a lending library, and on and on 

and on! We have kept ourselves busy in the Kingdom this summer 

and our finances are keeping up!  

 

Yet again in May our income modestly exceeded our expenses and 

our projected income for the month! We are definitely investing in our ministry in this place 

and it's such an encouraging sign. THANK YOU to everyone who is making it possible for 

Kirkwood to be in a position to serve and grow with joy!  

 

At present (meaning the end-of-month financials for May) we are $28,924 to the positive in 

income over expenses.  As has been previously shared, part of this can be contributed to our 

staffing shortage which we hope to rectify by August. Nonetheless, this is a hopeful and 

motivating number --- especially as we look at continuing repairs and extending our mission 

outreach.  

 

We can't wait to take a look at how June and July go! 2017 could be the year that we stay in 

the black all year-long! Let's make it happen together for the work of God right here in this 

special place  

Profiles in Generosity :  SUE SIESTMA 

Around here we always talk about how being an Elder is a position of 

service. Very few people embody that sentiment to the level of Sue 

Sietsma, our Clerk of Session. Being Clerk of Session can be a 

daunting task because in addition to taking all the notes of the session, 

Sue is also responsible for our communications with our presbytery, 

our denomination, and with our partner churches. She also works 

closely with Pastor Hope to fill out lots and lots of paperwork that is 

required by all sorts of organizations that the church works with.  

 

But, wait.....there's more. Mrs. Sue has been volunteering 

every Wednesday night and Sunday morning for the last year with our 

student ministry.  As we sit down to write this article,  she is currently 

off on the Philadelphia Mission trip with our senior high students.  

And that's after being our Mission Adventure Camp Director last 

week!   Did we mention that she is also chaperoning Surf & Serve AND Great Escape?  

 

And that's not all!!  Sue also volunteers in the church office on Mondays.   

 

We love that Sue is a young adult who defines and models what it means to "be the church" and be an elder!  

Thanks for all that you do for all of us, Sue!  
 

Profiles in Generosity is a regular feature of the Kronicle from here on out. If you have someone that you'd 

like to see featured because of their example of generosity, please contact us in the church office 

at office@kpcbradenton.org  

mailto:office@kpcbradenton.org
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cEDARKIRK TRAVELING      
Summer DAY CAMP 

Summer Camp Awesome!! 

Pre-school Campers—6 

Elementary Campers—27 

Volunteers—20 

Mission Adventures—5 

Snacks—410 

Lunches—205 

Thank you Kirkwood  

for your support 
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Mission connections 
 

 

Thank you to all our donors to our June Mission Collections. Together we collected over 

$420 in supplies for Hearts Afire. July’s Monthly Mission Collection is dedicated to migrant 

children served by our friends at Beth-El Farmworkers Ministry. If you want to donate any 

new backpacks or school supplies, please bring them to church and put them in either the 

Mission Well or our Mission Collection Cart. 

Every year Beth-El Farmworker Ministry collects backpacks and back to school 

supplies for the children and youth of our farm-working community. The impact your 

donations make are immeasurable. Many children cry with joy when they receive their 

back to school kit. Farm-working families earn less than $15,000 a year—well below 

the national poverty level. Without these donations, kids would not have the tools they 

need to start the school year right. Thank-you for your on-going support. 

Kathy   

Rev. Kathleen Dain, Executive Director 
        Beth-El Farmworker Ministry, Inc.  www.beth-el.org  
        Phone: 813-633-1548 ext. 223 

 

Our May team of volunteers greeted the hungry at Our Daily Bread and served kindness and 

Christian love with 183 meals. You can join the July team by signing up to serve on July 23. 

 

Work continues on converting our storage shed into a 

Children’s Lending Library. If you are interested in 

helping or if you have new or gently used books you want 

to share, please bring them to the office. We look forward 

to announcing a Grand Opening soon, so watch for 

bulletin updates! 

 

 

 

You can still sign up to participate in creating our 

Community Garden by the Lending Library. If 

you have gardening expertise, we need to hear 

from you. Or if you have spare tools to donate, 

please contact the office. We hope to have family 

garden plots available for church members and 

neighbors soon! Keep an eye on that property 

(across from our playground) to see our progress. 
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Carolyn Roskamp 
Coordinator for Missions & Outreach

     

& 

Continue to save tabs and tops. They 

can be put in the buckets in the church 

office.  Thank you! 

 

Kiva is one of 
Kirkwood’s 
international mission outreach efforts. Kiva is the 
world’s first organization to coordinate online 
lending to vetted struggling entrepreneurs far and 
wide. Kiva connects people and organizations who 
want to lend as little as $25 through their website 
(www.kiva.org)  to business ventures needing 
support in over 80 countries. Many entrepreneurs 
listed are unable to qualify for traditional loans in 
their communities. Please look up Kiva’s website to 
learn more about the wonderful work being 
supported around the globe. Check out the Kiva 
notebook on the Kirkwood office counter to see 
where we are making a difference today! 

You can see more details on the entrepreneurs we have invested in by checking out the Kiva 

notebook on the office counter. 

On June 22, Kiva crossed $1 billion in loans to students, farmers, women, refugees and 

so many more entrepreneurs around the world. This milestone wouldn’t have been 

possible without our passionate community of lenders, volunteers, partners, staff and 

supporters like you. Your dedication to creating a better world and your willingness to 

share Kiva’s mission powered this movement from day 1 to make this moment a reality. 

Here's how Kirkwood helped make $1 billion in change! 

19 Loans supported resulting in $725.00 In Impact in 14 Countries! 

We’re looking forward to the next billion in loans, and we’re so thankful to have you by 

our side on this journey. 

Best wishes, 

The Kiva team  

Even though its summer and as hot as Florida tends to be in July, I’m excited that Kirkwood’s 

mission and outreach spirit is just as heated as ever! Minutes from the June Mission Team 

meeting are available in the office on the Mission Bulletin Board. Have a blessed month and 

see me, if you have any questions about our current outreach projects. 

 

 

Continue to save empty 
Altoids Tins for the 
Youth Department. 
They will transform it 
into something new! 

http://www.kiva.org
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Kirkwood kid Konnection 

Summertime usually means less homework, later bedtimes, and often more screen time – 
going to the movies as a family, being more relaxed about letting the kids watch TV, playing 
the latest, greatest computer games. Sometimes parents aren’t sure about the content of 
media and need a little help in trying to determine if a particular movie, game, even 
books/videos are something that fits in with their family values. Try visiting 
www.pluggedin.com for some guidance. 

Plugged In, as described on their website, is a Focus on the Family publication designed to 
shine a light on the world of popular entertainment while giving families the essential tools 
they need to understand, navigate, and impact the culture in which they live. They include 
both child-oriented and adult-oriented media. Their reviews provide a detailed outline of 
what to expect in entertainment choices; for example, in a movie review you will find a 
synopsis of the plot, positive elements, spiritual content, negative elements, and ratings. 
There are also music reviews on albums which detail such things as pro-social content as 
well as objectionable content. Just type the item you are researching into the search box to 
see if it is included in their library. 
 

As parents, we are not only responsible for providing for physical needs like food, shelter, 
and clothing and for the emotional and social well-being of our children but we are also 
responsible to provide for the nurture of their heart and their spiritual well-being. Making 
wise choices regarding our children’s entertainment is a part of that nurturing. If Plugged In 
isn’t your cup of tea, seek out wisdom elsewhere – use the World Wide Web to your 
advantage, consult with friends, family members, and your local librarians, read newspaper 
and magazine reviews. 
 

I hope you are all enjoying your summer! 
In His Service, 

Diane Ingram 
Elder for Children’s Ministry 
 

                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.pluggedin.com
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Under construction 

Changing the light blubs 

Mike Ingram starting work on the  

Community Garden 

Replacing damaged siding  

 on Pfrangle 
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Surf & Serve 2017 Registration is Open! 
Surf & Serve Middle School Camp is Kirkwood’s Outreach Ministry to Middle School 
Youth. This year it will be July 10-14 from 9 am to 5 pm. If you know any Middle 
School students who could benefit from this exciting week of volunteering doing 
mission projects at local organizations in the morning, and then  enjoying marine and 
beach and other fun activities in the afternoon, then please have them contact Pastor 
Sung for registration information, or register online at www.biggreenchurch.org. The 
cost of the week long camp is $50, and registration is first come...first serve. There is 
limited spaces open for the camp, so get registered today! 
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SUMMER 2017 YOUTH TRIPS 

MIDDLE SCHOOL 
SUMMER YOUTH CONFERENCE 

Who: Middle School (Current 5th— 8th Gr) 
When:  July 30 (Sun) - August 4, 2017 (Fri) 
Where: Southwind YoungLife Camp  

 (Ocala, FL) 

Who: High School (Current 8th - 12th Gr) 
When: June 23 (Fri) - July 1, 2017 (Sat) 
Where: Philadelphia, PA 

HIGH SCHOOL 
SUMMER MISSION TRIP 

Our Senior High Mission Team stops for a rest in Virginia. Great looking group! 

See the next page for more photos from the Mission Trip 
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Mission Trip to Philadelphia working with Community Gardens  in the City and Children’s Day Camp 

Thank you Senior 

High Mission 

Team for all your 

hard work and 

showing the love 

of Jesus. 



  The deadline for articles for the August 2017 issue of the Kronicle is  

Monday,  July 24th  

 Prayer Chain requests should be submitted to the church office at 941-794-6229,  

 or to email: office@kpcbradenton.org. 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
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07/01 Tom Lewis 

  Darci Radtka 

  Emilee Smith 

07/02 Michael Ingram 

  Jayne Twait 

07/03 Shelden Dean 

  Mark Phelps 

  Edie Somerville 

07/09 Robbie Heitzman 

  Claire Lynch 

07/11 Brianna Roskamp 

07/12 Joan VanBalen 

  Dick & Kae Moe 

07/14 Marge Frederick 

07/15 Sara Jeude 

07/16 Paul & Lucy Latham 

  Jim & Sue Wedel 

07/17 Wayne & Jody Seney 

07/19 Mary Ellen Cook 

  Sung Lee 

  Sophia Russo 

  Dan & Marianne Brockman 

 

07/22 Benjamin Guth 

  Rene Pollock 

  Rudy Radtka 

  Margo Teller 

07/23 Mary Lou Howard 

  Mark & Tanya Figenbaum 

  Tom & Judy Lewis 

07/25 Dorothy VanKuiken 

07/26 Ed Sietsma 

  Charlie Sensabaugh & Debra 

Frederick 

  David & Kathy Kuntz 

  Aaron & Jenny Lages 

  Bob & Sara Marvin 

07/27 Edna Tiemann 

07/28 Judy Schultz 

  Dick & Dana Braun. 

  Ray & Connie Schindewolf 

07-31 Jan Asikainen 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 

not listed, please contact the church 

office to update our records. 



July 2017  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

11 Traditional 

3 

 

 

 

4 

Independence 

Day 

Office Closed 

5 

 

6 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

7 

Office Closed 

8 

6:30 Marauders 

Game 

 

9 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

11 Traditional 

    

10 

7 Boy Scouts 

7 Session 

11 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

12 

 

13 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

14 

Office Closed 

 

 

15 

 

16 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

11 Traditional 

17 

5:30 Finance 

7 Boy Scouts 

18 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

19 

 

20 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

21 

Office Closed 

22 

 

23 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

9:30 ODB 

11 Traditional 

24 

7 Boy Scouts 

 

25 

9:45 Staff Mtg 

7 Al-Anon 

26 

 

27 

9:30 Crafty Cut-

ups 

5 The Well Band 

 

28 

Office Closed 

29 

30 

2 Cents a Meal 

8 Chapel 

9 The Well 

11 Traditional 

31 

7 Boy Scouts 

August 1 August 2 August 3 August 4 August 5 

——————————  Surf & Serve  —————————- 

 ———————  Middle School—Great Escape  —————— 



July Prayer Calendar  2017            

15Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

For safe  

return of our 
Mission team 

2 

For the Joy of 
Communion 

3 

For the Men and 
Women of our 
Military 

 

4 

For our country’s 
freedom 

5 

For our home-
bound members 

6 

Dream Oaks—one 
of our  

Mission Partners 

7 

For the health of 
our staff 

8 

For safety for 
those on  

vacation 

9 

For eyes to see 
the needs around 
us 

10 

The start of Surf & 
Serve 

11 

For the growth & 
health of all our 
new babies 

12 

For the  

completion of long 
scheduled proper-
ty  

improvements 

13 

For those facing 
loss 

14 

For all our 
church  

volunteers 

15 

For all of our 
Caregivers 

16 

Thanksgiving for 
places of shelter 
from the heat 

17 

For our partner 
churches in  

Venice, Bonita 
Springs and  

Ft. Myers 

18 

For all of our guest 
musicians this sum-
mer 

19 

For the Sunrise & 
Sunset 

20 

For moments of 
connection as a 
church family 

21 

For those plan-
ning Children’s 
Ministry for the 
Fall 

22 

For the  

Financial well-
being of the 
church 

23 

For Pastor Hope 
as she begins 
speaking at New  

Wilmington 

24 

For the children & 
youth of  

Kirkwood 

25 

Cedarkirk—one of 
our Mission part-
ners 

26 

For those  

desperately seek-
ing justice 

27 

For Fall Worship 
planning 

28 

For new staff to 
add to our team 

29 

For Deanna, 
our Building 
Families  

Specialist 

30 

The start of Great 
Escape 

31 

For students  

preparing to head back 

to school 

     



A Biblically-Centered Church in the Presbyterian Fellowship 

6101 Cortez Road West 

Bradenton, Florida  34210-2711 

 

To begin receiving our newsletter via email, please contact the church 

office at 941-794-6229, or by email to office@kpcbradenton.org. 

KIRKWOOD KRONICLE 

is published monthly by Kirkwood Presbyterian Church 

For suggestions and requests call: 941-794-6229  

Fax: 792-3616   e-mail: office@kpcbradenton.org 
 

OUR STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Hope Italiano Lee, Lead Pastor    hope@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Sung Lee, Associate for Worship, Technology & Youth sung@kpcbradenton.org 
Rev. Helen Hartai, Associate for Teaching & Care  helen@kpcbradenton.org 
Paul Champagne, Director of Music Ministry   paul@kpcbradenton.org 
Carolyn Roskamp, Coordinator for Mission & Outreach  carolyn@kpcbradenton.org 
Karen Byrnes, Office Manager     karen@kpcbradenton.org 
Sharon Blackrick, Finance & Membership   sharon@kpcbradenton.org 
Kristen Thibodeaux Brady, Nursery Director   kristen@kpcbradenton.org 
Jonathan Shelley, Custodian/Handyman     

Sunday Worship:  
Chapel at 8:00 a.m., The Well at 9:00 a.m. and Traditional Worship at 11:00.a.m. 

Adult and Children’s Ministry 10:00 a.m. 
Office hours: 

Monday – Thursday:  8:30a.m. – 3:30p.m. 

Friday:  Closed 


